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WELF 3014 SOCIAL WORK
AND SOCIAL POLICY
Credit Points 10

Legacy Code 400511

Coordinator Robyn North (https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/
search/name/Robyn North/)

Description This subject examines the context and challenges for
social policy in Australia and the relationship between social policy
and social work practice. Topics covered include: fundamental debates
in welfare policy; comparative and historical contexts in how welfare
policy is developed; the impacts of remedial welfare policy and
policy solutions to disadvantage; and strategies to influence policy
development related to social work practice.

School Social Sciences

Discipline Social Work

Student Contribution Band HECS Band 4 10cp

Check your fees via the Fees (https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/
currentstudents/current_students/fees/) page.

Level Undergraduate Level 3 subject

Pre-requisite(s) WELF 1002

Equivalent Subjects WELF 3010 - Political Economy of the Welfare
State

Restrictions

Students must be enrolled in program 1666/4598 Bachelor of Social
Work, 1713 Bachelor of Criminal and Community Justice/Bachelor of
Social Work or 1874 Postgraduate Bridging Program (Social Work).

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this subject, students should be able to:

1. Identify fundamental debates in social policy about the aims and
achievements of Australia�fs welfare system.

2. Critically assess the relationships between policy making, policy
analysis, policy research and social work practice.

3. Consider the implications of policy values for alternative forms of
social welfare practice.

4. Analyse current policy issues from a standpoint directed toward
developing alternative policy and practice pathways to the future.

5. Reflect on personal values and attitudes in relation to significant
social policy in practice issues.

Subject Content
What is social policy? 
Fundamental debates in social policy. 
History of social welfare provision in Australia and social policy. 
Policy making process. 
Social policy in practice and current reforms. 
Case studies in policy making, policy analysis and policy advocacy.

Assessment
The following table summarises the standard assessment tasks for
this subject. Please note this is a guide only. Assessment tasks are

regularly updated, where there is a difference your Learning Guide takes
precedence.

Type Length Percent Threshold Individual/
Group Task

Mandatory

Essay 800 words 30 N Individual Y
Report 1,000

words
30 N Individual Y

Professional
Task

1,200
words

40 N Individual Y

Teaching Periods

Spring (2025)
Liverpool
On-site
Subject Contact Robyn North (https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/
search/name/Robyn North/)

View timetable (https://classregistration.westernsydney.edu.au/odd/
timetable/?subject_code=WELF3014_25-SPR_LP_1#subjects)

Parramatta - Victoria Rd
On-site
Subject Contact Robyn North (https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/
search/name/Robyn North/)

View timetable (https://classregistration.westernsydney.edu.au/odd/
timetable/?subject_code=WELF3014_25-SPR_PS_1#subjects)
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