TEAC 2065 DIGITAL
CHILDHOODS

Credit Points 10

Coordinator Joanne Orlando (https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/
search/name/Joanne Orlando/)

Description This subject aims to develop students’ understanding

of children and adolescents’' engagement in a digital environment,
and how their experiences contribute to their understanding of their
world and their role within it. Students will critically explore multiple
aspects of digital engagement. This will include the various ways that
children and adolescents use technology; the educational, economic,
social, cultural and political factors that mediate their experiences; and
the implications of their digital engagement for play, learning, social
engagements, and identity. Students will examine the social impact
of technologies on children and adolescents, and identify strategies
to deliver and effect ethical change. This subject is included in the
Foundation Phase of the Bachelor of Education.

School Education
Student Contribution Band HECS Band 1 10cp

Check your fees via the Fees (https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/
currentstudents/current_students/fees/) page.

Level Undergraduate Level 2 subject

Learning Outcomes

After successful completion of this Unit, students will be able to:

1. Engage critically with media and research literature regarding the
digital worlds of children and adolescents.

2. Analyse the key understandings and discourses regarding children’s
and adolescents’ use of technology.

3. Identify the factors that influence how a child or adolescent uses
technology.

4. Identify how the use of technology impacts on the educational and
social engagement of children and adolescents.

5. Analyse strategies for delivering and effecting ethical change arising
from digital engagement.

6. Examine the ways in which childhood, adolescence and adulthood
are constituted through education, technology and relations of power.

Subject Content

1. How children and adolescents use technology.

2. Debates surrounding children’s and adolescents’ technology use.
3. Factors that influence children’s and adolescents’ use of technology
and the implications of their engagement.

4. How childhood and adolescence are constituted in relations of
technology and power.

5. Safe, age-appropriate use of technology, in terms of diversity

and difference, including gender/race/class/sexuality/geographical
location.

6. The social impact of engagement with technology by children and
adolescents, and what adults can learn from this.

Assessment

The following table summarises the standard assessment tasks for
this subject. Please note this is a guide only. Assessment tasks are
regularly updated, where there is a difference your Learning Guide takes
precedence.
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Type Length Percent  Threshold Individual/ Mandatory
Group Task
Critical 1500 50 N Individual Y
Review words
Report 1500 50 N Individual Y
words

Teaching Periods

Autumn (2025)

Online
Online
Subject Contact

View timetable (https://classregistration.westernsydney.edu.au/odd/
timetable/?subject_code=TEAC2065_25-AUT_ON_2#subjects)

Summer (2025)

Online

Online
Subject Contact

View timetable (https://classregistration.westernsydney.edu.au/odd/
timetable/?subject_code=TEAC2065_25-SUM_ON_2#subjects)
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