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LANG 3071 SECOND
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
Credit Points 10

Legacy Code 101451

Coordinator Kenny Wang (https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/
search/name/Kenny Wang/)

Description This subject is designed for students who are interested in
understanding how a second language is learned. It examines learning
in both natural or classroom contexts as well as language development
in child and adult learners. Students are introduced to current theories
of Second Language Acquisition, as well as current research and its
applications to the classroom or the translation process. Students will
conduct a small research project to become familiar with the process
of learning a second language and some basic research notions and
techniques.

School Humanities & Comm Arts

Discipline Linguistics

Student Contribution Band HECS Band 1 10cp

Check your fees via the Fees (https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/
currentstudents/current_students/fees/) page.

Level Undergraduate Level 3 subject

Equivalent Subjects LGYB 1999 - Second Language Acquisition

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this subject, students should be able to:

1. appreciate the widespread importance of the Second Language
Acquisition in Australia and its relevance both to the teaching and
learning of English as second language for non English background
children and adults as well as overseas students (ESL);

2. demonstrate their understanding of the relevance of the teaching
and learning of any language other than English (LOTE);

3. demonstrate an understanding of the development of the field and
theories of Second Language Acquisition (SLA);

4. recognise developmental sequences in the acquisition of a
second language with particular reference to English as a Second
Language;

5. demonstrate their understanding of the variation and the role of
individual differences and environmental factors in SLA;

6. conduct an SLA research project including elicitation, recording and
analysis of interlanguage data;

7. apply their knowledge of the implications of SLA findings for
language assessment and language instruction.

Subject Content
The relevance of Second Language Acquisition (SLA) to understanding
learners in Australian and international contexts; 
Key terms in SLA and central issues from observation of learners'
behaviour; 
Historical and theoretical developments in the SLA field: from
Behaviourism and Contrastive Analysis to Current theories and Models
of SLA; 
Focus on one current theory: Processability Theory and its research
methodology; 
L1-L2 Transfer; 

Language assessment and syllabus construction in L2: the
Teachability Hypothesis and current developments.

Assessment
The following table summarises the standard assessment tasks for
this subject. Please note this is a guide only. Assessment tasks are
regularly updated, where there is a difference your Learning Guide takes
precedence.

Type Length Percent Threshold Individual/
Group Task

Mandatory

Quiz A
combination
of short
quizzes,
exercises
conducted
mainly
over the
first half
of the
semester
requiring
a total of
1.5-2 hrs
of tutorial
time.

30 N Individual N

Quiz One short
test on
subject
content,
mainly
multiple
choice,
held
about mid
semester,
requiring
about 45
minutes.

30 N Individual N

Report 2000
words

40 N Individual N

Teaching Periods

Spring (2025)
Bankstown City
On-site
Subject Contact Kenny Wang (https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/
search/name/Kenny Wang/)

View timetable (https://classregistration.westernsydney.edu.au/odd/
timetable/?subject_code=LANG3071_25-SPR_BK_1#subjects)

Parramatta - Victoria Rd
On-site
Subject Contact Kenny Wang (https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/
search/name/Kenny Wang/)

View timetable (https://classregistration.westernsydney.edu.au/odd/
timetable/?subject_code=LANG3071_25-SPR_PS_1#subjects)
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