
To view the full contents of this document, you need a later version of the PDF viewer. You can upgrade 
to the latest version of Adobe Reader from www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 
 
For further support, go to www.adobe.com/support/products/acrreader.html


Copyright © 2017 Western Sydney University ABN 53 014 069 881 CRICOS Provider No: 00917k
Page  of 
Unit Outline
.\logo-left-white.png
Copyright © 2017 Western Sydney University ABN 53 014 069 881 CRICOS Provider No: 00917k
Page  of 
Assessment items and weighting
Item
Length
Percent
Threshold
Mode Of Delivery
Type
Hours
9.0.0.2.20101008.1.734229
	CurrentDate: 
	CurrentPage: 
	PageCount: 
	UnitName: 
  Legal Analysis and Critique
	UnitCode: 
  200978
	TeachingSessionYear: 
  Spring 2021 DAY
	SchoolName: 
  SCHOOL OF LAW
	UnitNameUnitCodeVersionNumber: 
  200978 - Legal Analysis and Critique
	UnitCoordinator: 
  Catherine Renshaw
	UnitContact: 
  Catherine Renshaw, Campbelltown
Catherine Renshaw, Parramatta - Victoria Road
	HandbookSummary: 
  The unit exposes students to the contexts that affect how law is made, some of the institutional limitations on law and justice and the impact of globalisation on law. It introduces theories about the nature and function of law in historical, political, social, economic, cultural, ethical and international contexts. The connection between race, gender, culture and law is examined within the context of the Australian legal tradition, legal history, and the impact of the Australian legal system on Australian First Peoples. The unit introduces students to the processes of critical evaluation of arguments, legal communication and logical and critical problem solving involving statutory interpretation and precedent.
	UnitLevel: 
  1
	CreditPointValue: 
  10
	AssumedKnowledge: 
  None
	PreRequisites: 
  None
	CoRequisites: 
  200977 Fundamentals of Australian Law or 200006 Introduction to Law
	EnrolmentRestrictions: 
  No restriction
	SpecialRequirementsLP: 
  None
	SpecialRequirementsEE: 
  None
	UnitIncompatibles: 
  Not applicable
	AttendanceRequirements: 
  Attendance is compulsory. Students who are not able to attend at least 80% of classes without reasonable justification may fail the unit.

	UnitContent: 
  The Australian legal tradition
English legal history
Doctrine of reception and repugnancy
Australian constitutional independence
The impact of the Australian legal system on Australian First Peoples
Critical evaluation of arguments
The nature of function of law
Legal formalism and the rule of law
Gender, race, culture and the law
Law and globalisation
Law in an economic context
Legal communication
Case analysis and statutory interpretation
	Learning Outcomes: 
  On successful completion of this unit, students should be able to:
1. Describe how law in Australia developed, including English legal history, reception of English law, independence and the impact of these developments on Australian First Peoples;
2. Use basic skills in critical evaluation of arguments, including empirical claims on causation and fact, in a manner that deepens understanding of ethics and its application in law, learning and in the profession;
3. Describe and apply theories about the nature and function of law in local and global contemporary contexts and from different perspectives, including society, politics, economics, culture, gender and race
4. Use basic logical and critical skills to develop solutions to problems involving statutory interpretation and the application of precedent, and analyse the consequences from different perspectives;
5. Apply legal research skills in relation to primary and secondary sources in order to support legal analysis and critique;
6. Articulate legal thought effectively and persuasively in written formats for lay and expert  audiences.
	Item: 
  
    
      Essay
	Item: 
    
      Reflection
	Item: 
    
      Essay
	Length: 
      1000 words
	Length: 
      750 words (in total)
	Length: 
      2000 words
	Percent: 
      35
	Percent: 
      20
	Percent: 
      45
	Threshold: 
      No
	Threshold: 
      No
	Threshold: 
      No
	AssessmentItemsAndWeightingStem: 
  Refer to the Learning Guide for any applicable threshold requirements
	Type: 
  
    
      Lecture
	Type: 
    
      Tutorial
	Hours: 
      2
	Hours: 
      2
	ModeOfDeliveryStem: 
  Refer to the Learning Guide for further details on Mode of Delivery.    Students can only attend the classes for which they are registered and places are allocated via the Tutorial Registration (Allocate+) system. Visit http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/currentstudents/current_students/enrolment/tutorial_registration for information on the timetable and tutorial registration.
	OnlineLearningRequirements: 
  See Learning Guide for details of requirements.
	PrescribedUnitTextBook: 
  eReader resources: Compiled materials for Legal Analysis and Critique, which will be available via vUWS (Western Sydney University, Spring 2019)
Michelle Sanson and Thalia Anthony, Connecting with Law (Oxford University Press, 4th ed, 2019).
Trischa Mann (ed), Australian Law Dictionary (Oxford University Press, 3rd, 2017).
The Australian Guide to Legal Citation (Melbourne University Law Review Association Inc, 4th ed, 2018).
	EssentialReadings: 
  See Learning Guide for details of any Essential and Additional Readings for this unit.



