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	CurrentDate: 
	CurrentPage: 
	PageCount: 
	UnitName: 
  Understanding Society
	UnitCode: 
  101551
	TeachingSessionYear: 
  WSU Online Trimester 2 2020 ONLINE
	SchoolName: 
  SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
	UnitNameUnitCodeVersionNumber: 
  101551 - Understanding Society
	UnitCoordinator: 
  Amie Matthews
	UnitContact: 
  Alexia Cameron, WSU Online
	HandbookSummary: 
  Understanding Society introduces first year students to key sociological concepts, methods and theories used for the examination of individuals, social interactions, institutions and structures.  Students explore how individual experiences are connected to wider social patterns.  Considering questions of power, students will be introduced to various debates concerning structure and agency, and will examine social inequality.  With a focus on contemporary social life, the unit provides opportunity for students to consider current social issues and processes of social change.  At the conclusion of their studies in this unit students will have been presented with opportunities to develop skills in critical reading and sociological analysis.
	UnitLevel: 
  1
	CreditPointValue: 
  10
	AssumedKnowledge: 
  None
	PreRequisites: 
  None
	CoRequisites: 
  None
	EnrolmentRestrictions: 
  No restriction
	SpecialRequirementsLP: 
  None
	SpecialRequirementsEE: 
  None
	UnitIncompatibles: 
  Not applicable
	AttendanceRequirements: 
  Refer to the Learning Guide
	UnitContent: 
  The Sociological Perspective
	Individual and social identities
	Social groups and relationships
Social Institutions
	Power, structure and agency
Social Inequality
Social Change
	Learning Outcomes: 
  On successful completion of this unit, students should be able to:
1. 	Explain key concepts in sociology.
2. 	Identify key characteristics of the major theoretical frameworks used in sociology.
3. Identify relevant sources, and assess approaches to and claims about social processes and institutions in contemporary society.
4. 	Apply a sociological understanding of power, social inequality and social change to case study materials.
5. 	Demonstrate reading, writing and referencing skills commensurate with university scholarship.
	Item: 
  
    
      Workbook
	Item: 
    
      Essay
	Item: 
    
      Case Study
	Length: 
      Weekly entries.   Total of 500 words for entire workbook.
(Students need to complete at least one activity in order to be considered as having attempted this assessment).
	Length: 
      1500 words
	Length: 
      1000 words
	Percent: 
      30
	Percent: 
      40
	Percent: 
      30
	Threshold: 
      No
	Threshold: 
      No
	Threshold: 
      No
	AssessmentItemsAndWeightingStem: 
  Refer to the Learning Guide for any applicable threshold requirements
	Type: 
  
    
      Online Lectures
	Type: 
    
      Online learning activities
	Type: 
    
      Tutorial
	Hours: 
      1
	Hours: 
      1
	Hours: 
      2
	ModeOfDeliveryStem: 
  Refer to the Learning Guide for further details on Mode of Delivery.    Students can only attend the classes for which they are registered and places are allocated via the Tutorial Registration (Allocate+) system. Visit http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/currentstudents/current_students/enrolment/tutorial_registration for information on the timetable and tutorial registration.
	OnlineLearningRequirements: 
  Students will require a reliable internet connection in order to access learning activities and resources in the unit vUWS site.  More details are provided in the Learning Guide.



	PrescribedUnitTextBook: 
  McCormack, M., Anderson, E., Jamie, K. and David, M. (2018) Discovering Sociology.  London, UK: Palgrave.
	EssentialReadings: 
  See Learning Guide for details of any Essential and Additional Readings for this unit.



